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The Classics
Where else but Queensland can you experience the natural 
wonders of the Great Barrier Reef. A visit to Queensland’s 
Islands and Whitsundays is not complete without a day 
trip to the reef where you can snorkel, scuba dive or view 
the reef from an underwater viewing chamber, semi-
submersible or glass bottom boat. Or see it in all its beauty 
on an island surrounded by fringing reef. 

Unique nature and wildlife encounters are around every corner 
on Queensland’s Islands. You might see birds and turtles 
nesting and hatching or whales migrating, spot a dugong or 
hand feed wild dolphins. Extraordinary rainforests and island 
national parks play host to diverse ecosystems, and you can 
get as close as you like to native flora and fauna.

The beauty of Queensland’s islands is that there’s 
something for everyone. And it’s all within easy reach.

Nature and Wildlife
If it’s pristine natural habitats you’re after, Queensland’s 
islands will serve you well. Many are blessed with lush 
rainforests and stunning national parks. Climb peaks to 
see spectacular views, gaze up for busy birdlife, and hit 
the water where whales and dolphins rule. Tangalooma 
Island Resort is famous for its wild dolphin feeding, turtles 
nest from November to May at Lady Elliot, Heron and 
Wilson Islands, and Fraser Island has a fascinating mix of 
sand deserts, freshwater lakes and stunning rainforests. 

For water lovers, vibrant coral and colourful fish are plentiful 
in the Great Barrier Reef. The outer reef is just a day trip 
away from the Whitsundays or the islands in the Tropical 
North, snorkel straight from the beach at Lizard, Fitzroy, 
Green, Heron, Wilson and Lady Elliot Islands or sail on to 
a sheltered snorkelling spot in the Whitsundays such as 
those around Border Island, Hayman Island or Hook Island. 
Scuba divers love Heron, Lady Elliot and Lizard for their lush 
underwater scenery. And to prove nature loves us back, take 
a scenic flight over Heart Reef in the Whitsundays to see its 
lovely heart shape.

Action and Adventure
There’s more to your island getaway than just a hammock 
and a good book. Adrenalin junkies will be racing to try the 

exciting range of activities on offer throughout the islands, 
including water-skiing, jet ski tours, catamaran sailing and 
windsurfing. High speed sailing on an ocean racing yacht 
is a great way to spend a windswept day, while quad 
biking or tobogganing down the dunes at Tangalooma 
Island Resort will have your heart pumping. Four wheel 
drive Fraser Island’s beaches, or descend the depths 
of the Great Barrier Reef scuba diving for a close-up 
encounter with sea life. 

Relaxation and Rejuvenation
Holidays can be a time to relax and chill out and 
a backdrop as beautiful as a tropical island or the 
Whitsundays is just the tonic for time out, where natural 
and man-made indulgences combine to soothe your soul.

Float in a resort pool and sleep away the afternoon in a 
hammock under a palm tree, or lose yourself in a spa 
treatment at a resort like Hayman or luxurious Qualia on 
Hamilton Island. Spend a day at Daydream Island’s world 
class Rejuvenation Day Spa.

Limber up with a round of golf at Capricorn Resort 
Yeppoon on the mainland or hit the fairways on the island 
course at Hamilton Island’s Golf Club on neighbouring Dent 
Island. Watch the sun set, cocktail in hand.

Family Fun
Queensland’s Islands and the Whitsundays offer 
the right balance of fun activities for the kids and 
sophisticated entertainment for mums and dads. And with 
accommodation options to suit various budgets, tailoring a 
holiday to suit your family is easy. 

Kids Club facilities are offered at many resorts, just look for 
the Kids Club symbol in the brochure. Little ones will love 
the social interaction of treasure hunts, arts and crafts and 
face painting, while older kids can enjoy catamaran sailing, 
banana boat rides and snorkelling. A snorkel off the beach 
at Heron and Lady Elliot Island is a fun way for kids to 
learn about the reef and marine life. 

Kids are even looked after in the middle of the Great 
Barrier Reef, with a kids club and waterslide at Fantasea’s 
Reefworld and a giant waterslide at Cruise Whitsundays’ 
reef pontoon.
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Our Favourite Experiences

Must See & Do

Take a day trip to pristine WHITEHAVEN 

BEACH – pages 42 and 43

Swim, snorkel or dive the GREAT 

BARRIER REEF – tours start page 42

SAIL OR CRUISE around the 74 Whitsunday 
islands – tours start page 42

See HEART REEF FROM THE AIR on a 
scenic flight over the Whitsundays – page 43

Follow WALKING TRACKS through cool forests 
and national parks located on the coast or 
islands

Enjoy a PICNIC LUNCH on a secluded beach

SNORKEL FRINGING REEF straight off the 
beach from one of the Great Barrier Reef islands

See GREEN TURTLES laying their eggs 
and hatching on Heron Island (November – 
May) – page 30

See the spectacular blue water and white sand 
of LAKE MCKENZIE ON FRASER ISLAND – 
page 33

Enjoy a WHALE WATCHING CRUISE 
from Fraser or Moreton Islands (June – 
November)

    HAND FEED WILD DOLPHINS at Tangalooma 
Island Resort – page 34



Travel Tips
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 363 127
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 616 397 287 111
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Distances should be used as a guide only. 

FLIGHT DURATION  
FROM / TO HAMILTON ISLAND PROSERPINE

Brisbane 1 hr 40 mins 1 hr 45 mins
Sydney 2 hrs 35 mins -
Melbourne 2 hrs 55 mins - 
Cairns 1 hr 25 mins - 

The above table shows flight durations for direct flights only. Connecting flights 
from other destinations are also available. Times are a guide only and subject to 
change.

DAVID’S HOT TIPS

The best place to spend a lazy  

Sunday afternoon?

At the Whitsunday Sailing Club 

enjoying the Sungraze on Sundays 

menu.

What’s new in Airlie Beach?

The Port of Airlie marina precinct,  

with boutiques, restaurants and 

beautiful open spaces.

A great snorkelling spot?

Blue Pearl Bay off Hayman Island. Meet 

the resident Giant Maori Wrasse who will 

swim right up to you for a good look.

For a culinary experience with a 

difference, head to...

Hayman, offering several unique options 

including dining with the chefs, behind 

the scenes tours and cooking classes.

Our Favourite Experiences

Weather Guide
TEMPERATURE AVERAGE  
                     Tropical North The Whitsundays Southern  
 Queensland  Queensland  
 Islands  Islands

Summer   24ºC to 31ºC 24ºC to 31ºC 23ºC to 29ºC

Autumn   23ºC to 28ºC 21ºC to 28ºC 20ºC to 26ºC

Winter   19ºC to 25ºC 15ºC to 24ºC 15ºC to 21ºC

Spring  22ºC to 29ºC 20ºC to 28ºC 20ºC to 26ºC

Beach Safety
Queensland has some of the world’s best 
beaches, however care and caution should 
be exercised at all times. Please remember 
to swim between the red and yellow flags 
and listen to instructions from lifesavers 
and lifeguards. Marine stingers are present 
in coastal waters from October to June, 
so please heed warning signs and look for 
beaches with netted enclosures for safe 
swimming.

School Leavers Celebrations
Each year from mid November to mid December, 
school leavers from Queensland and southern states 
head to Airlie Beach for School Leavers Celebrations. 
During this period, bonds and conditions may apply to 
some properties. Check with your travel agent at time 
of booking.
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How to Get There

BY AIR For information on how to get to 
the Queensland Islands please refer to the 
individual island pages for details. 

The Whitsundays can be accessed by 
flights into Hamilton Island or Whitsunday 
Coast Airport in Proserpine. Coach and/or 
launch transfers will connect you from these 
airports to your accommodation.

Direct flights are available to Hamilton Island 
daily from Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne 
and Cairns with connecting flights from 
other cities. Direct flights from Brisbane to 
Proserpine operate daily with connecting 
flights from other cities.

BY RAIL Enjoy Queensland’s coast in 
comfort aboard the innovative Tilt Train or 
The Sunlander from Brisbane or Cairns. 

BY CAR Take the time to explore as you 
make your way to Queensland’s Whitsunday 
and Central Queensland Coasts. Whether 
it’s getting there or getting around we 
recommend Avis car hire. See page 58 for 
details.




