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Our Favourite Experiences

The Classics

You get the best of all the ‘worlds’ on the Gold Coast, where
the country’s best theme parks reside. Dreamworld packs

13 exciting ‘worlds’ into one sensational location. See the
Bengal Tigers up close at Tiger Island, test your nerves on the
Big 7 Thrill Rides — a collection of the tallest, fastest thrill rides
in the world, whilst car buffs will revel in the V8 Supercars
RedLine. Feeling the heat? Dreamworld’s WhiteWater World is
a theme park that’s drenched in fun. It's a family friendly water
park with something for all ages.

Sea World brings out the best in marine life, featuring shows
and rides that are fun as well as educational. Warner Bros.
Movie World rolls out the red carpet and tempts you with an
action packed day of movie madness, complete with rides, live
entertainment and behind-the-scenes movie action. Nearby
Wet'n'Wild Water World is awash with good times. Pack your
togs and a towel and you're set to ride giant slides, or just laze
about in the wave pool.

Make some new friends from the animal kingdom at
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, where native critters delight and
entertain.

For traditional, beachy fun, hit the sand — there are

70 kilometres of Gold Coast coastline to tempt you — and
soak up that cool Gold Coast vibe. Check out famous Surfers
Paradise Beach, head to Burleigh Heads and Kirra to catch
a break or relax with the family on the golden sands at
Coolangatta, Greenmount and Rainbow Bay.

Action and Adventure

Once the ocean’s waves have washed away your worries,
it's time to ramp up the fun with some action and adventure.
Jet boats stream at extreme speed up the Gold Coast
Broadwater, or you can slow down and enjoy the ride by
kayak or maybe a tall ship.

For something a little out of the ordinary jump into a Zorb
and reach speeds of up to 35 kilometres per hour as you roll
down the custom built track in a giant bouncy ball at OzBall.

Shopping

Another popular Gold Coast pastime is shopping. Pacific
Fair at Broadbeach is a fashionista’s paradise with over

130 fashion stores. There’s Centro Surfers Paradise for
great downtown shopping, Marina Mirage for shopping in
style, Robina Town Centre for David Jones, specialty stores
and cinemas, and Australia Fair down by the Broadwater.
Discount shoppers love the outlet shopping at Harbour Town.

Markets are a major drawcard on the weekends. Saturday’s
beachfront art and craft market is a must-visit, and Carrara’s
Saturday and Sunday markets are perfect for treasure
hunters. Browse the Surfers Paradise Beachfront markets
each Wednesday and Friday evening with its eclectic mix

of locally crafted wares and head to Southport’s Ferry Road
Market for fresh produce and hand-made gourmet goodies.

Hinterland

For a change of pace, head to the Hinterland, where a lush
rainforest ecosystem is the perfect canvas for relaxation.
Explore Lamington National Park, Mount Tamborine and
Springbrook. See the Glow Worm Caves, follow the food and
wine trail to gourmet heaven, and take to the skies in a hot
air balloon for a bird’s-eye view of it all.

Wining and Dining

Renowned for its restaurants and cafés, the Gold Coast is a

gourmet mecca for delicious dining.

— Hard Rock Café at Surfers Paradise is an institution, housing
a rock and roll memorabilia museum and serving great food

— O'Reilly’s Canungra Valley Vineyards produces distinctive
local wines

— Moo Moo The Wine Bar -+ Grill at Broadbeach specialises in
export quality steaks

— At 1two3 Dining and Lounge Bar at Broadbeach, you decide
your portion size

— Kamika Ze Teppanyaki Restaurant in Surfers Paradise is
acclaimed for its fresh Asian cuisine

— Point Restaurant and Bar at Currumbin offers chic beachfront
dining

— Oskars on Burleigh combines a surf view with a
modern menu

— Le Jardin at Palazzo Versace serves up delicious high tea

— Absynthe in Surfers Paradise is highly acclaimed for its
French and Modern Australian cuisine

Must See & Do

Visit the famous Gold Coast THEME PARKS
— Dreamworld, WhiteWater World, Currumbin
Wildlife Sanctuary, Sea World, Warner Bros.
Movie World, Wet'n’Wild and Australian
Outback Spectacular — pages 48 to 51

Experience an adrenaline rush at 0ZBALL
GOLD COAST — page 54

Take in spectacular views of the Gold Coast
from SKYPOINT or a HOT AIR BALLOON —
pages 52 and 53

Swim or surf at one of the PATROLLED
BEACHES

For serious retail therapy visit PACIFIC FAIR or
HARBOUR TOWN for factory outlet shopping

Dine alfresco in TEDDER AVENUE MAIN
BEACH or SURF PARADE BROADBEACH

Try your luck and take in a stage show at
JUPITERS CASINO

Stroll along CAVILL AVENUE to world famous
Surfers Paradise Beach

Play a round of golf at one of the
CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES

Explore TAMBORINE MOUNTAIN and
LAMINGTON NATIONAL PARK in the
hinterland — page 53

Check out the local scene at one of the many
SURF CLUBS

Indulge in some pampering at a DAY SPA



Travel Tips

How to Get There

BY AIR Gold Coast Airport is located

at the southern end of the coast in
Coolangatta, with Virgin Australia and
Jetstar both operating direct flights from
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Newcastle.
From New Zealand, Virgin Australia offers
a direct flight from Auckland. Jetstar

also offers a direct flight from Auckland
and Christchurch. From Coolangatta it's
30 minutes north to Surfers Paradise or
15 minutes south to Kingscliff.

Alternatively Brisbane is just a 60 minute
drive from the Gold Coast with direct flights
from all Australian capital cities as well as
Auckland, Christchurch and Wellington.

FLIGHT DURATION
FROM / TO GOLD COAST BRISBANE
Sydney 1 hr 30 mins 1 hr 35 mins

Melbourne 2 hrs 30 mins 2 hrs 30 mins
Adelaide 2hrs50mins 2 hrs 55 mins

Perth
Hobart
Darwin

5 hrs 55 mins
2 hrs 40 mins
4 hrs 15 mins

Auckland 3hrs40mins  4hrs

The above table shows flight durations for direct
flights only. Connecting flights from other
destinations are also available. Times are a guide
only and subject to change.

Weather Guide

TEMPERATURE AVERAGE

on the Gold Coast
Summer 20°C to 28°C
Autumn 16°C to 25°C
Winter 11°C to 21°C
Spring 15°C to 25°C

DAVID’S HOT TIPS

BY CAR Take the time to explore as you make your way to Queensland’s . . .
Gold Coast. Whether it’s getting there or getting around we recommend For cocktails with a difference,
Avis car hire. See page 65 for details or ask your travel agent about the indulge at...

reat specials Avis has to offer. .
g P Lauxes Lounge Bar & Restaurant in

Broadbeach where you can sip a cool
cocktail in style.

Searching for the perfect coffee?

Be seen with the best of the coffee crowd
at one of the cafés on James Street in
Burleigh Heads.

Feel like an early morning walk?

Head to the Broadwater Parklands in

Southport and see why the locals keep
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Precinct in Broadbeach for the best
chocolate you will ever taste.

Beach Safety

Queensland has some of the world’s best beaches, however care and caution
should be exercised at all times. Please remember to swim between the red
and yellow flags and listen to instructions from lifesavers and lifeguards.

School Leavers Celebrations

Each year from mid November to mid December, school leavers from
Queensland and southern states head to the Gold Coast for School Leavers

Celebrations. During this period, bonds and conditions may apply to some S | I n Ve r S
AN

properties. Check with your travel agent at time of booking.





